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INTRODUCTION
The Belarusian Lakeland occupies the northern part 
of Belarus. It is located on the border of a large wa-
tershed between the Baltic and the Black Seas. The 
main river of the Lakeland is the Dzvina (Daugava), 
and on the southwest it is bounded by the Vilija River 




of the Dnieper (Dniapro) River which is situated in the 
middle-southern part of the Lakeland. The Lakeland’s 
southeastern border is very close to the Dnieper River 
itself and its small tributaries. These rivers also belong 
to the basin of the Black Sea (Fig. 1).
Such geographical disposition of the region favors 
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straipsnyje analizuojama Baltarusijos ežeringojo krašto neolito gyvenviečių kultūrinė raida IV–III tūkstm. pr. Kr., daugiausia remian-
tis Kryvinos durpyno gyvenviečių archeologiniais tyrimais. Nors viena po kitos ėjusių giminingų Usviatų ir Šiaurės Baltarusijos kultūrų 
kompleksai analizuojamose gyvenvietėse yra gana panašūs, pastarojoje matyti ir didelė virvelinės keramikos tradicijų įtaka, pasiekusi 
šį regioną iš vakarų ir pietų. Remiantis gautomis radioaktyviosios anglies datomis, šis kultūrinis pasikeitimas įvyko ir virvelinės kerami-
kos tradicijų įtaka regione pradėjo reikštis III tūkstm. pr. Kr. antrojo ketvirčio antrojoje pusėje.
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mediate  impact, without  a  sure  physical  presence of 
actual carriers of these traditions.
CULTURaL PROCEss/TRaNsFORMaTION  
IN THE LaTE NEOLITHIC
The Neolithic of the Belarusian Lakeland is characte-
rized mostly  by  the  evolutionary  development  of  its 
archaeological cultures. Sources of their transforma-
tion were the residual influences of powerful cultural 
impulses that have radically changed the map of cul-














culture was replaced by the related Northern Belaru-
sian culture  (Zhyzhyca-Kryvina phase  (Чернявский, 
2014,  25)),  formed  under  the  influence  of  the  tradi-
tions of the circle of Corded Ware cultures. 
Settlements of the Usviaty culture are located al-
most throughout all the Lakeland. In comparison with 
them,  sites  of  the  later  Northern  Belarusian  culture 
moved a little to the East (toward eastern borders) un-
der the pressure of bearers of Corded Ware traditions 
from Paniamonnie (Nioman region at the territory of 
Belarus).  In  the  rest  of  the  Lakeland  area, Northern 
Belarusian materials are located mainly in the same 
places as the previous Usviaty’s culture sites (Fig. 1).
Main  data  on  the  Neolithic-Bronze  Age  of  the 
Belarusian Lakeland comes from the settlements of 
Kryvina peat-bog. Almost 90% of all materials of that 
period known in the Lakeland were found in this mi-
croregion. It is located on the border of Sianno and 
Beshankovichy district, Viciebsk region. It covers an 
area of   about 8 square kilometers (Fig. 1). There are 
Fig. 1. The localization of the Kryvina microregion and its settlements.
1 pav. Krivinos mikroregiono situacija ir jo gyvenviečių išsidėstymas
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The last settlement had been researched by michal 
Charniauski since 1966 to 2012. The author of this ar-













exists with  flint  items  as well.  For  example,  known 









situation. The pottery of these cultures is visually very 
different.
For  the Usviaty culture,  the most  typical are hel-
met-like  pots  with  sharp-rounded  bottoms  (Fig.  2). 
There are finds of tiny vessels and, very rarely, round 
and oval bowls (fig. 2: 1, 3, 4; Fig. 3: 16). Rims are 
straight or slightly bent, cuts are often thickened and 
slanted  inside. The  surface of  the vessels  is  smooth, 
treated  in  the  technique  of  “hammer  and  anvil”  and 
sometimes contains textile-like imprints produced by 
rolling sticks with winded threads. Ornamentation is 
sparse – it is concentrated in the upper parts of the 
vessels. The most typical are the imprints of a smooth 
stamp and thin notches including those that are made 
by using broken shells (fig. 3). There  are figurative 
motifs as well. Among them there are images of ducks, 
snakes,  stylized  plants  and  duck  eggs  (Чарняўскі, 
2008) (Fig. 3: 15–20). 
The pottery of the Northern Belarusian culture 
includes more forms of vessels. The most common 
were pots with an expressive transition from bottom to 
slightly reduced top. There are also pots with a high-
lighted neck, helmet-like vessels (Fig. 4). The edges of 
the rims are usually bent out, but there are direct and 







internal surface and bottoms are ornamented as well. 
The  ornamentation,  in  comparison with  the  Usviaty 
culture, is quite simple and homogenous. One vessel 
is typically decorated with one or two elements of or-
namentation (Fig. 5). Former elements of Usviaty cul-
ture are also present but in a more dense manner and 
on a smaller scale.




Usviaty culture to the Northern Belarusian culture, the 
internal characteristics of pottery remain almost un-
changed. Old admixtures continued to be used in clay 
mass – crushed shells and organics (grass). Hybrid 
elements are very rare – a combined slanting-end met-
hod of affixing belts and an advanced treatment of sur-
face using the hammer and the anvil technique before 
covering it with hatches.
Thus, it is possible to make a number of assump-
tions: the process of cultural transformation from the 
Usviaty culture into the Northern Belarusian culture 







tools and weapons dominate in collections.  At the be-
92
Маxim Charniauski
Fig. 2. Pottery of Usviaty culture from the settlement at Asaviec 2. 1–5 – forms of vessels, 6–7, 9–17 – forms of rims,  
8 – typical type of belt connection, 18–22 – forms of bottoms. 2, 3, 6–22 – according to Michal Charniauski.
2 pav. Usviatų kultūros keramika iš Asaviec 2 gyvenvietės. 1–5 – indų formos; 6–7, 9–17 – pakraštėlių formos;  
8 – būdingas sujungimo tipas; 18–22 – dugnų formos; 2, 3, 6–22 – pagal Michalą Charniauskį
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Fig. 3. Ornamentation of the Usviaty culture pottery. After michal Charniauski.
3 pav. Usviatų kultūros keramikos ornamentika. Pagal Michalą Charniauskį
ginning  of  the Northern Belarusian  culture,  the  clay 
admixtures remained the same as in Usviaty culture. 
All these facts may indicate the dominance of the lo-





bearers of the Upper Dnieper and middle Dnieper cul-
tures from the Dnieper region and later impact of the 
next Corded Ware tradition from the Baltic as the main 
causes  of  this  culture’s  transformation  (Чарняўскі, 
1997, 329). Later on, on  the basis of new materials, 
including  excavations  carried  out  by  the  author,  the 
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4 pav. Šiaurės Baltarusijos kultūros keramika. 1–5, 8–10, 12 – iš Asaviec 2 gyvenvietės; 6, 7, 11, 13, 
14 – iš Asaviec 7 gyvenvietės
Northern Belarusian  culture  (Zhyzhyca-Kryvina  sta-
ge) dominate. Total capacity of the retained cultural 




ceramic were found in this trench. A little more than 
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Fig. 5. Most common motives of ornamentation of Northern Belarusian pottery. Asaviec 2 settlement.
5 pav. Būdingiausi Šiaurės Baltarusijos keramikos motyvai. Asaviec 2 gyvenvietė
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13  thousand of  found pieces belong  to  the Northern 
Belarusian culture, about 800 belongs to the Usviaty 
culture, 113 – to the circle of the Corded Ware cultures 
and  about  50  are  culturally  undefinable  (data  of  the 
initial analysis). 
The major part of the materials of the Circle of the 
Corded Ware cultures was  located  in  the final  layers 
of the Usviaty culture and in the transition layer to the 
Northern Belarusian culture. 99 fragments of vessels 
were found there. from the beginning of Northern 
Belarusian materials dominance in the layer, ceramic 
fragments of the Circle of the Corded Ware cultures 
disappear. Closer to the middle and upper parts of the 
Northern Belarusian cultural layer, they reappear but 
in small number. Some of this latter group material is 
definitely linked to the Middle Dnieper culture.
fragments of the Corded Ware culture pottery from 
the  final Usviaty  layer  and  the  transition  layer  to  the 
Northern Belarusian culture are visually very similar to 
the materials of the Northern Belarusian culture. It often 
makes them difficult to identify. The main difference is 
in the admixtures used in clay mass. for Corded Ware 
pottery,  these are solely mineral  impurities – medium 
and coarse-grained sand, grass and fireclay. There are 
several fragments of the Corded Ware pottery with ho-
mogeneous clay paste without visually identifiable im-
purities. The surface of Corded Ware fragments is co-
vered with mostly horizontal hatchings, belts are fixed 
using the slanting method. Ornamentation is domina-
ted by smooth stamp prints. There are also notches, pit 
impressions,  comb  stamps,  tracings,  cord  prints.  The 
combined use of different elements is quite common: 
smooth  stamp/notches,  notches/pit  impressions,  cord 





discovered; therefore, a complete reconstruction of or-
namentation is not possible.
Along with the described materials of the Circle of 
the Corded Ware cultures, there are fragments of ves-
sels  in  the final Usviaty and  the early Northern Bela-
rusian layers that can be identified as local replicas of 
the Corded Ware. They  are  characterized  by  copying 
the  morphology  and  ornamentation  of  vessels,  while 
the clay paste contains traditional admixtures – crushed 
shells and chopped grass. Similar facts of imitation are 
recorded with later middle Dnieper Culture materials as 
well. At a nearby settlement, Asavec 7, which does not 
contain any materials of the early Northern Belarusian 
culture, almost complete forms of such pots have been 
discovered and reconstructed (Чернявский, 2008, 378).
Together with the pottery of the Circle of Corded 
Ware cultures described above, in the late Usviaty and 
its transition layers there was also found an accompa-
nying collection of flint arrowheads, which may  rela-
te directly to the Circle of Corded Ware cultures or be 
their local replicas of original works. These are triangu-
lar arrowheads with a straight, oblique or concave base, 
and triangular arrowheads with a haft (fig. 7).
There is a number of radiocarbon dates obtained 
from the final Usviaty and transition layers from exca-
vation of years 2008–2015:
•  3970±60  BP  (Le-10470)  (2635–2288  (94.2%) 
cal BC (hereinafter: OxCal v4.2.4 Bronk Ramsey 
(2013); r:5 IntCal13 atmospheric curve (Reimer et 
al., 2013) – charcoal, 420/90–100 the end of tran-
















The process of cultural transformation of the Usvia-
ty culture into the Northern Belarusian culture can be 
attributed to the second half of the second quarter of 
the  3rd millennium BC.  It  is  connected,  first  of  all, 
with the penetration of traditions of the Circle of the 
Corded Ware cultures into the region, which began in 
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Fig. 6. Pottery of the Circle of the Corded Ware cultures. Asaviec 2 settlement. 1–5, 8, 12–15 – layers with the dominance 
of late Usviaty materials; 6, 7, 9–11 – transition layer from Usviaty to Northern Belarusian culture.
6 pav. Virvelinės keramikos kultūrų rato keramika. Asaviec 2 gyvenvietė. 1–5, 8, 12–15 – sluoksniai, kuriuose dominuoja 





late Usviaty culture materials.
7 pav. Virvelinės keramikos kultūrų rato titnaginiai strėlių antgaliai ir indas. 1–7 – pereinamasis 
sluoksnis iš Usviatų kultūros į Šiaurės Baltarusijos kultūrą; 8–9 – sluoksnis, kuriame dominuoja 
vėlyvosios Usviatų kultūros medžiaga
the first quarter of the 3rd millennium BC and has re-
ached its peak in the next quarter.
Directions of the penetration of the Corded Ware 
traditions into the region, as well as presence of actu-
al bearers of the Circle of the Corded Ware cultures 
at the settlements of the Kryvina region, remain qu-
estionable. Given the aforementioned displacement to 
the east of the western range of Northern Belarusian 
culture under pressure of the Corded Ware population 
of Nioman region, the western direction (River Vili-
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ja) can be excluded. Also,  it cannot be attributed  to 
the impact of the middle Dnieper culture (by the ri-
vers Berezina and Dnieper and their tributaries) since 







the Сorded Ware materials  at  the  settlements of  the 
Baltic region. Northern traditions could have penetra-
ted into the Belarusian Lake region through the old 
amber route of the Dzvina River. In this connection, 
the discovery of an amphora of the Globular Amphora 
culture  in  2009  by M. M.  Charniauski  (Чарняўскі, 
2012, 286, 1) should be noted, which may be an in-







чатку ІІ тысячагоддзяў да н.э. на Верхнім Дняпры–Про-
рва 1. Мінск: ДНУ Інстытут гісторыі НАН Беларусі.
Чарняўскі М. 2007. Касцяныя і рагавыя вырабы на 





Чарняўскі  М.  1997.  Паўночнабеларуская  культура. 
Археалогія Беларусі, 1: Каменны і бронзавы вякі. Мінск, 
p. 311–330.
Чарняўскі  М.  2008.  Выявы  птушак  на  кераміцы  ў 
першабытнай  культуры  Беларусі.    Acta archaeologica 
Albaruthenica, III. Мінск, p. 67–76.
Чарняўскі  М.  2012.  Археалагічныя  даследаванні  ў 
LITERaTURE
Стаўбцоўскім,  Мядзельскім,  Уздзенскім,  Бешанковіц-
кім,  Сенненскім  раёнах  у  2009  годзе.  Матэрыялы па 
археалогіі Беларусі, 23. Мінск, p. 283–286.
Чернявский М.  2008.  Асавец  7  –  новое  поселение 
Кривинского  торфяника. Человек. Адаптация. Культу-
ра. Москва, p. 374–388.
Чернявский М. М.  2014.  К  вопросу  о  разночтении 
материалов  северобелорусской  культуры  в  беларуской 
и российской историографиях. Материалы и исследова-
ния по археологии России и Беларуси. Культурное взаи-
модействие древних обществ конца VII–II тыс. до н.э. 
верховьев Западной Двины и Днепра (технологические 
и хозяйственные аспекты). Санкт-Петербург, p. 24–29.
Чернявский М. 2012. Культуры раннего и  среднего 
неолита Белорусского Подвинья.   Материалы и иссле-
дования по археологии России и Беларуси: Комплексное 
исследование и синхронизация культур эпохи неолита– 
ранней бронзы Днепровско-Двинского региона.  Санкт-
Петербург, c. 88–109. 
Baltarusijos  ežeringasis  kraštas  užima  šiaurinę  šalies  dalį, 
kuri yra vandenskyros tarp Baltijos ir Juodosios jūrų baseinų 
paribyje. Regiono geografinė padėtis turėjo įtakos skirtingų 
kultūrinių  tradicijų  mainams.  Tačiau  išskirtinė  geografinė 








VIRVELINĖS KERAMIKOS KULTŪROS ĮTAKOS BALTARUSIJOS EŽERINGAJAME KRAšTE  















Įteikta 2016 m. rugpjūčio mėn.
